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MAUNDY THURSDAY

April 6, 2023
2:00 p.m. 
Maundy is an English form of the Latin word for commandment.  The theme of this day is Jesus’ new commandment “love one another even as I have loved you,” a love focused by contrast of the betrayal which followed.  Jesus’ love is demonstrated both in his example of servanthood and in his gift of himself in Holy Communion.
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Maundy Thursday service
2:00 P.M.

Today we gather with Christians throughout the world in celebrating the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  Through word and sacrament, we participate in the saving power of Jesus’ Passover from death to life and become what we eat and drink:  the body of Christ, offering ourselves in love for the life of the world.  The absence of the Benediction indicates that our worship continues through Good Friday.

silent prayer

Holy God, source of all love, on this night of betrayal, Jesus gave us a new commandment, to love one another as he loves us.  Write this commandment on our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

Welcome all visitors!  We welcome all who worship with us.  May the joy of Christ’s presence and the power of the Holy Spirit fill you with peace and hope!  We are honored by your presence and trust that you will join us in the praise and worship of God.  Please sign our guest book in the narthex.  If you are interested in church membership, please give your name and telephone number to Pastor Rankin. Welcome to the Eucharist!  All who seek to follow Jesus and who seek the gifts Jesus offers us are invited to share in this sacrament of Holy Communion.  Children are invited to receive communion at the discretion of their parents/guardians.  If a child wants to receive a blessing, they are asked to fold their hands.

Why no alleluias or hymns of praise during Lent?  You may have noticed that the hymn of praise following the assurance of forgiveness is missing from our worship. We join other churches in omitting alleluias, glorias, and other hymns of praise as we turn again to our Lenten journey of exile and repentance. We long for the eschatological New Jerusalem "...the Jerusalem above; she is free, and she is our mother" (Galatians 4:26). We walk in darkness awaiting the city of God where... "there will be no more night; the servants of God need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever" (Revelation 22:5). Until then, we travel with our Lord Jesus into the desert to face the devil, we join him in his triumphant procession into Jerusalem, we pray with him in the garden of Gethsemane, and we follow him to the painful cross and to the cold dark tomb. We trust that our journey with Christ does not end there. On Easter we once again join the praises of the choirs of heaven: "The Lord is risen; the Kingdom has come; our joy is complete; and, in concert with the angels and saints, we greet the risen Lord with shouts of 'Alleluia!'" 

 (http://catholicism.about.com/od/worship/f/No_Alleluia.htm).
PRELUDE MUSIC








nancy Enders
parish announcements
(Please stand if you are able)
CALL TO WORSHIP

Affirmation of baptism and INVITATION TO THE TABLE
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen.  (sung)
We have received through Jesus Christ a new covenant.  

With broken bread and shared cup, we celebrate it.

This is a time of remembrance and celebration.  

It is also a time of fear and betrayal.
At table with Christ, we receive a new commandment.  

We are called to love one another as Christ loves us.

We are disciples of Jesus when we love one another.  

Through love, we thank God for the gift of Jesus.
In thanks to God, we become a servant to others.  

By Jesus’ example, we become foot-washers.

We have come to learn from Jesus Christ.  

We are ready to follow where Christ leads.
    Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.
    HYMN



We Gather Here in Lenten Prayer
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Text ©2014 Charles E. Hambrick-Stowe, Ridgefield, Connecticut. All rights reserved.
Music ©2014 Edwin R. Taylor. All rights reserved. www.edwinrtaylor.com
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CONFESSION OF SIN
call to confession
Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other.

This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism.
Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving peace of reconciliation.  On this day let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and with one another.  
(SEATED OR KNEELING)
SILENT CONFESSION OF SIN
CONFESSION OF SIN

Let us confess together.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen.    
Kyrie









 



Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
(Please stand if you are able)
COLLECT FOR MAUNDY THURSDAY

Let us pray.    
Eternal God, in the sharing of a meal your Son established a new covenant for all people, and in the washing of feet he showed us the dignity of service.  Grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit these signs of our life in faith may speak again to our hearts, feed our spirits, and refresh our bodies, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
(Please BE SEATED)
THE WORD OF GOD

THE FIRST LESSON



Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14
Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by celebrating the festival of Passover.  This festival featured the Passover lamb, whose blood was used as a sign to protect God’s people from the threat of death.  The early church described the Lord’s supper using imagery from the Passover, especially in portraying Jesus as the lamb who delivers God’s people from sin and death.

The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron in Egypt:  “This month is the first month of the year for you.  Give these instructions to the whole community of Israel:  On the tenth day of this month each man must choose either a lamb or a young goat for his household.  If the family is too small to eat a whole animal, he and his next door neighbor may share an animal, in proportion to the number of people and the amount that each person can eat. You are to eat it quickly, for you are to be dressed for travel, with your sandals on your feet and your walking stick in your hand.  It is the Passover Festival to honor me, the Lord.

On that night I will go through the land of Egypt, killing every first-born male, both human and animal, and punishing all the gods of Egypt.  I am the Lord.  The blood on the door posts will be a sign to mark the houses in which you live.  When I see the blood, I will pass over you and will not harm you when I punish the Egyptians.  You must celebrate this day as a religious festival to remind you of what I, the Lord, have done.  Celebrate it for all time to come.”  
The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God!
PSALTER  

                
         
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
I love the Lord, because he has heard my voice and my supplications. 
Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 

What shall I return to the Lord for all his bounty to me? 
I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord, 

I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people. 
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his faithful ones. 

O Lord, I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of your serving-maid.
You have loosed my bonds. 
I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of the Lord. 
I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people, in the courts of the house of the Lord, in your midst, O Jerusalem.  Praise the Lord!
THE SECOND LESSON


I Corinthians 11:23-26
In the bread and cup of the Lord’s supper, we experience intimate fellowship with Christ and with one another because it involves his body given for us and the new covenant in his blood.  Faithful participation in this meal is a living proclamation of Christ’s death until he comes in the future.
For I received from the Lord the teaching that I passed on to you:  that the Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took a piece of bread, gave thanks to God, broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is broken for you.  Do this in memory of me.”  In the same way, after the supper he took the cup and said, “This cup is God’s new covenant, sealed with my blood.  Whenever you drink it, do so in memory of me.”  This means that every time you eat this bread and drink from this cup you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  
The Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God!

(Please stand if you are able)
THE HOLY GOSPEL



St. John 13: 1-17, 31-35
The story of the last supper in John’s gospel recalls a remarkable event not mentioned elsewhere:  Jesus performs the duty of a slave, washing the feet of his disciples and urging them to do the same for one other.
Glory be to you, O Lord
It was now the day before the Passover Festival.  Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father.  He had always loved those in the world who were his own, and he loved them to the very end.

Jesus and his disciples were at supper.  The Devil had already put into the heart of Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, the thought of betraying Jesus.  Jesus knew that the Father had given him complete power; he knew that he had come from God and was going to God.  So he rose from the table, took off his outer garment, and tied a towel around his waist.  Then he poured some water into a washbasin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and dry them with the towel around his waist.  He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Are you going to wash my feet, Lord?”

Jesus answered him, “You do not understand now what I am doing, but you will understand later.”

Peter declared, “Never at any time will you wash my feet!”

“If I do not wash your feet,” Jesus answered, “you will no longer be my disciple.”

Simon Peter answered, “Lord, do not wash only my feet, then!  Wash my hands and head, too!”

Jesus said, “Those who have taken a bath are completely clean and do not have to wash themselves, except for their feet.  All of you are clean – all except one.  (Jesus already knew who was going to betray him; that is why he said, “All of you, except one, are clean.”)

After Jesus had washed their feet, he put his outer garment back on and returned to his place at the table.  “Do you understand what I have just done to you?”  he asked.  “You call me Teacher and Lord, and it is right that you do so, because that is what I am.  I, your Lord and Teacher, have just washed your feet.  You, then, should wash one another’s feet.  I have set an example for you, so that you will do just what I have done for you.  I am telling you the truth, no slaves are greater than their master, and no messengers are greater than the one who sent them.  Now that you know this truth, how happy you will be if you put it into practice..."

After Judas had left, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man’s glory is revealed; now God’s glory is revealed through him.  And if God’s glory is revealed through him, then God will reveal the glory of the Son of Man in himself, and he will do so at once.  My children, I shall not be with you very much longer.  You will look for me; but I tell you now what I told the Jewish authorities.  ‘You cannot go where I am going.’  And now I give you a new commandment:  love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  If you have love for one another, then everyone will know that you are my disciples.”  
THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD

Praise be to you, O Christ






(Please BE SEATED)
HOMILY



“Love Until the Very End”
          Pastor  Rankin
(Please stand if you are able)
NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from true God, begotten not made, of one Being with the Father;  through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, and has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 PEOPLE’S OFFERING
OFFERING DEDICATION 


God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service for the sake of your gospel.  Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life.  Amen. 
THE eucharistic prayer

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.  


We lift them up to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to God Most High.  
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Holy God, we praise and bless you for creation and the gift of life and for your abiding love which brings us close to you, the source of all blessing.  We thank you for revealing your will for us in the giving of the law and in the preaching of the prophets.  We thank you especially that in the fullness of time you sent Jesus, born of Mary, to live in our midst, to share in our suffering, and to accept the pain of death at the hands of those whom Jesus loved.  We rejoice that in a perfect victory over the grave you raised Christ with power to become sovereign in your realm.  We celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit to gather your church by which your work may be done in the world and through which we share the gift of eternal life.  Because you have come to us in Jesus Christ, enduring the Cross so that we might know eternal life, it is right that we should give you thanks and praise.  With angels and archangels, saints and martyrs, the church on earth and the church in heaven we praise you with your holy name.
Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, the whole universe speaks of your
glory, O God, Most High.  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the

Lord.  Hosanna in the highest!
(Please BE SEATED)
WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
The prayer of our Lord 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.
breaking of the HOST & pouring of the cup


As this grain was once scattered in the fields, and has come together in one bread, so we, with different needs and hopes, come together as one, for we share one bread.



The Bread of Life, broken for us.

The cup which we share is the cup of the New Covenant written in our hearts and witnessed by Jesus.



The Cup of Blessing, poured out for us and for the many.

AGNUS DEI








                      
Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us.

Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us.

Jesus, redeemer of the world: give us your peace.  Amen.
COMMUNICATION

(Those who wish to come forward will be invited by the pastor.  The pastor will serve you the host, saying, “The Body of Christ.”  You reply, “Amen!”  The assistant will present you with the cup, saying, “The Blood of Christ.”  You reply, “Amen!” Grape juice is in the chalice with the cross and wine is in the other chalice.  If you need the pastor and assistant to come to you, please indicate that to someone near you or the pastor.  If you do not wish to come forward, you are invited to use the packaged elements in the narthex and commune in your pew.  The pastor will offer a blessing after everyone has communed.)
silent prayer before coming to the altar

I do not presume to come to your Table, Lord Jesus, trusting in my own righteousness, but in your great mercy.  I am not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.  But you, Lord, have promised always to have mercy.  Therefore, I ask you to have mercy upon me and to enable me to receive your real life and presence through this Sacrament of Holy Communion.  Fill all of us with the gift of your Holy Spirit so that we may grow in love for you and for each other.  Cleanse us of all sin.  Increase our love for you and all your people.  Enable us to know that you are here and that you invite us to enter into a deeper and fuller union with you, our Lord and our God.  In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

silent prayer upon returning from the altar

I bow before you, Lord Jesus, in awe and wonder.  You have blessed me with the gift of your life and presence.  I am not worthy, but you invite me to come to be washed, loved, and empowered.  For this great gift, I thank you with my whole being.   As you live in me, mold me and transform me so that I may be a sign of your presence and a vessel through which your love touches the persons I encounter.  May my heart and soul and all my words and actions give glory and praise to you, my Savior and my Redeemer.  In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

(Please stand if you are able)
POST COMMUNION PRAYERS
The Lord be with you.   

And also with you.    
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.

You make a new covenant with your people.  Gather your church around word and table in love and promise as these three holy days enfold us.  Open us to behold the mystery of our salvation.  Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You give us our daily bread, fruit of the earth and work of human hands.  Bless those who labor and tend to their crops and those who prepare our meals.  Strengthen us to advocate for food justice and a fair distribution of resources.  Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You, our Savior and Teacher, stoop down to us in servant love.  Inspire national and local leaders with a renewed sense of public service.  Increase in them a humility to serve with equity and fairness.  Teach us to pray for our enemies.  Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You inspire your people in word, songs, and art.  We give thanks for artists whose gifts enrich the church’s worship.  Kindle in us appreciation for all who beautify our worship space throughout the changing seasons.  Merciful God, receive our prayer.
You incline your ear to us in every need.   Befriend all who are lonely.  Comfort those who grieve.  Soothe any who are anxious.  Console all who are distressed.  Graciously tend to the hurts of your children who suffer in body, mind, and spirit.  Merciful God, receive our prayer.

SILENT PRAYER
Let us pray together.
Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the saving power of your suffering, death, and resurrection.  May this sacrament of your body and blood so work in us that the fruits of your redemption will show forth in the way we live, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

(Please BE SEATED)
close of worship
MUSIC MEDITATION







  Nancy Enders
A READING
       This Night He Broke the Bread

 by Dennis J. Hughes
(YOU MAY LEAVE IN SILENCE WHEN YOU ARE READY)

CATCH THE VISION & SHARE THE JOY
Ministering This Afternoon:
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Chris Rankin


Lector: Rev. Sandy Morris
Usher/Greeter: Lon Wible

Thank you to Nancy Enders for sharing her musical gifts with us today!

THE APRIL  PARISH POST is available on both floors of the church building.  
DEVOTIONALS: The April-June edition of These Days are available on the table across from the church office or on the lower level by the portico entrance.  
LENTEN DENIAL ENVELOPES: The Board of Deacons decided to divide the donations in the Lenten denial envelope to assist those impacted by the war in Ukraine and the earthquake in Syria and Turkey.  Please be generous as we help our brothers and sisters in need.
HOLY WEEK & EASTER SERVICES
GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE SERVICE (April 7 at 7 p.m.) 
EASTER MORNING SCHEDULE:

6:30 a.m.—Sunrise Service in the parking lot with Holy Communion
8:00 a.m.—Service in the sanctuary with Holy Communion (will be streamed on Facebook and later uploaded to our website)
9:15-10:00 a.m.—Breakfast in Isenberg Hall (sign-up sheet is on the table across from the church office) 

10:30 a.m.—Service in the sanctuary with Holy Communion
CHURCH MULCHING: The Property Committee is looking for volunteers on Saturday, April 15 @ 8:30 am to mulch the church property. The rain date is April 29.
welcome luncheon: The Evangelism Committee will be sponsoring a welcome luncheon for new members and recent visitors to Trinity Church following the 10:30 service on April 30th.  Look for the sign-up sheet across from the church office.
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